“\BOULDER MOUNTAIN FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
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, ' 11 July 2011
~Ms. Christine Walsh, District Ranger B
U.S. Forest Servrce

Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests
| Boulder Ranger District
© 2140 Yarmout_h Ave.
Boulder, CO 80301

Dear Ms. Wa'ish,

" Boulder Mountaln Fire Protectron Dlstrrct (BMFF’D) personnet and equipment have just
_ responded to the third human caused wildfire in the Iast four months that started at or

' near the Left Hand Shootrng Area (see Irst at the end of thrs Ietter) Over the past 25
years there have been numerous other fi ires that have ortgmated in thJs area, WhICh is
just to the north of our Drstrlct '

.These frres threaten homes in the Boulder Helghts and Rembrandt subd;vrsrons of our.
District. The terrarn is very steep and thlckly forested whlch when coupled wrth the
Iocatron s frequent hrgh wmds and low humldrty makes frghtlng any fire in the area

' drfﬁcult dangerous and urgent as weli as expensrve _

To date (to our knowledge) there has been no Ioss of life or structure asa result of one
of these frres but it is our opinion that the Irkelrhood of such Ioss IS hlgh and perhaps
inevitable if this area remams.open to unrestricted _sho_otrng, camping, and off-_hrghway
vehicle activity. While no one can pre\rent_ali fires from starting in this a.re.a, the .
shooting range could be _s'h'u_t down, or improved and monitored, permanent fire pit use

could be mandated, and a procedure for flexible fire restrictions could be enacted. Itis
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_ in the overall interest of the community, and our District in particular, that these known

threats be managed as effectively as possible.

It is the opinion of the BMFPD Fire Chief and Board of Dlrectors that thls areais a threat _
to public safety, and we hereby request that the Forest Service: -
| A) permanently restrict fsres in the Lefthand Canyon Shootlng and OHV areato -
establzshed fire pits in designated campgrounds- ' ,

B) establiSh a precedure that restricts use of the area when fire likelihood is high,
taking into account current and predicted weather conditions including | |
temperature humldlty, wmds and lack of recent m0|sture When conditions
suggest that the area IS rlpe for fire (which couid :nclude but not be limited to Red .

- Flag Days or a Sheriff's Bum Ban in effect), the use of ﬂrearms off road vehlcles
and open f|res should be prohlblted and the prohibition enforced

C) establish a new, _safer, des;gnated shooting area ;n the burned section, with
=appr-opri;':lte backstops (burned trees could be used)_, sign_age,_and — preferably_-

monitoring.

. Please let us Know if there | is addltronal mformataon you need or anythlng else we need

to do to formallze our requests

Recent Fire Hist_ory, Lefthend Shooting Area, Boulder County, Colorado |
1. Maxwell Fire, 26 June 2011 - 4000 Lefthand-Canyon 'Drive__, % mile from the

Sho’o‘_tingrArea', from an abandoned campfire: 60 acres. Eva_cuations enacted

- within a o_ne and a half mile radius of the fire, approximately 340 homes
2 Un-named fire, 2 June 2011 - 3700 Block of Lefthand Canyon Dnve caused by
- spark from shootmg of steel bullets, 1.7 acres

'. .. firefighters faced steep terrain, rolling rocks from above and the "unnerving" sounds of
leftover ammunition exploding in the blaze." (Boulder Daily Camera, 3 June 2011)
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3. Lefthand Shooting Area Fire (aka Lefthand OHV Area Fire), 11 March 2011 -
622 acres, approximately 223 homes evacuated _
“The cause of the fire is not definitive, but based on the activities in the area itis likely it

was caused by shooting.” (Inciweb)

Respectfully,

-~ John Benson, Chief E ' Eric Ramlberg,_ President
Bouider-MountaEn Fire Protection District . -BMFPD Board of Directors
COPY:

~ Glenn Caéamassa, Forest Supervisor, U.S. Fbre_st Service
 Senator Michael Bennet | |
Senator Mark Udall
‘CongressmanJared Polis
" Governor John Hickenlooper
Representative Don Beezley, District 33
Re.present'atiVe Deb Gardner, Districf 11
Representat.iv_e Dickey Lee Huilinghorst, District 10.
Représentativé Claire Levy, District 1:3 .
RepreséhtatiVé Matt Jories, District 12
Senator Rollie Heath, District 18
Senator Jean'ne Nich.olson, District 16
~ Senator Brandon Shaffer, _Distriét 17
Boulder County Commissioners
Sheriff Joe Pelle
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Jeff Jahnke, Director and State Forester, Colorado State Forest Service
Rich Homann, Fire Division Supervisor, Colorado State Forest Service

Allen Owen, District Forester, Colorado State Forest Service



